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PROVIDING SHOPPING AIDS AND 
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THROUGH A COMPUTER 
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37rFR ^1 n-ZDRr-TAPATTOMOPT^TrH ^ F T T nrrrLGGIE 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 ^'^^^^^-^^^^^ 



SIR: 



(I) I am one of the inventors na:«ed for the application identified above. 



(2) Tl.e website "M^wsupennarkets.com'. displays on a web page, caUed a 
" ValuPage." incentives available during :he cu^ent wee. at the stores for a .elected retailer 
•If t.e consun^er selects that ValuPage, ti.e consu^ner can print a tolcen (and Lopping list) for 
those incentives at l.s computer. That token contains a uni.ue identity codi indican-ng the 

cons^er has v.-s.ed the website and is chgible to rcceiv. the savings. The tolcen is c^^^^^ 
.n.p.en.ented in a barcode. If the consumer brings that tolcen to the selected letail score and 
presents it upon checkout (.e.. has the tolcen read during the purchase of proU). all of the 



w i .^^^^^ yiui 

mc=„,iv=s avail*,, fton. ^a, fc. ^^ wee. which were ide«ified on,.he ValuPage 

for p,»d.«, d.a. oo-^u^e, is pu„hasi„g wi„ be awarded « *e eo,.un.e^. ^ 
Win „ceive .^eh BuC^" rorthe indicted va.„e of i„een«ve fe,ea*p„ i.l. 
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■hey pu^,a«, redc^able during their „ex. .hoppu,, «p. v^^h B.c>= L p^n^d « 
checkout counter for each qualify,, product purchased. A,.ema,ive.y. L consut„,.s tots. 
bi.> for the purchase win he reduced by the value of aU of the prontotioi available ftom th. 
retailer for items tliat the consumer is purchasing. | 

(3) Supennarkets.com has been tremendously successful. For example, during one 
«^eekial999. There were 336.987 ValuPages either viewed or printed. During that same 
week, 93.928 ValuPages were presented in stores during transactions at t].e point of sale. 
This data suggests that about one.fourth of tlae people who view the ValuPage actually print 
tl«: page and redeem it at checkout in a retail store. That redemption rat^ is far higher than 
the free standing insert (FSI) redemption rate ofU2 percent (i.e., for coupons published in 
newspapers), and it is even far higher than tl.e targeted point of sale distrij,uted coupons 
redemption rate, which rate is very roughly ten percent." 

(4) Moreover, the value represented by the 93,928 presented toke4s was more than 
5164,000. The value of S164.000.00 is based upon 216.000 Web Bucks issued at an average 
fnoe value of S.76. VVl^en redeemed during their next shopping trip, the cultomer's order 
an^ount will be reduced accordingly. Thus, on average, each ValuPage pr^ented during a 
tra.,sacUon had a value to a consmncr of about S1.75. which is far higl.er tljan the value to the 
consumer of an average single item grocery store coupon. ; 

(5) Furthermore, the distribution cost to the manufacturer for distriiuting the 
ValuPage tokens from the supermarkets.com website to the consumer is s4stanLlly lower 
than other couponing ahematives. (Of course, the manufacturer, have contjactual 
agreements to pay the owner of ^e supe,^arkecs.com website for use this slrvice.) That is in 



* See pages of a web site report evidencing these facts submittet] 



herewith. 
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Staak contrast to vhe cost to manufacturers associated with distributing F^I coupons, or even 
in contrast with the cost of printing in-store distributed coupons. j 

(6) I swear under penalty' of perjury that the foregoing is true an^ coirect, and I ani 
aware that axiy imtrue statements are punishable by fine or imprisonmenj, or both, pursuant to 
i8USClOOL 



Date 



Printed: March 8, 1999 

l:\a:ty\R.^Nf\cIieats\CATALlNA\77910056\scroggie.<le.9903 1 1 .wpd 




Michael C. Scrogsie /y^ 
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From: 02/15/1999 [8] 
To: 02/21/1999 (8J 



ValuPage NetWork 
Final Site Activity Report 



Save $.50 on one WisPride Che»so Cup f7 S 02 or 

lave f io SpreadaWe ChLfe Collection 

1^^ f =n Momingstar Farms Meat-Freo product 

Save $.50 on one Wotohade Pourabte Concentrate 

Save $.50 JuiceMakers 100% Juices orjufce cS^a<= Po,.„i„ ^ 

Save $.50 on one 22 oz Kozy ShaTpidd"!^ ^ 

laveSMonfG'/n''Ti!!:)T Waffle varieties 
e «.00 on 2 General Foods International Coffeea 

S^^m °" '=00* IntemationS 

If^ 1?-^ °" ^ ^^^'^ International Coffe^ 

iave I M r 'ntemational CoffLs 

gf«! I, Internationa) Coffew 

Svl iVs «r '''^ fntemationS 5^1^ 

t^!!H!~**'"*P^'*^9®o"<OTEXPads 

Savl III ^ '^°!!*'^ *^ "^^^ UGHTDAYS Pantiliners 
Sve li ^^n*^ package Of KOTEX SECURITY Tampo^ 

clwf I oT^ on TWO Fresctietia frozen pizzas 

save $.25 on Dixie 3c« or 5 oz Bathroom^tchen Cups 

ValuPages Printed (Page 4) Views 
Average Offers per ValuPage 

Web Bucks Distributed: 

w« ™ Mentadent Toothbnishas (ProCaro or Oral Car«\ 

o f]22°"'^'"^"«8nseHos(6iy 
S^^ I, ^ "'^''"s cereal 

If!! f f Gorton's Homestyfo Baked Ffflets 

XX ^P»nn Free Excednn Capfets or Geltabfi 

Saw $.50 on Earth Grains Brand Bagels 

Save $.50 on Wisk Laundry Detergent (Liquid or Powder) 

1^^ I^S^ ^ '«>^ Worr^en Razor 

l^ves I? ^L^?^^ Yogurt Pro^ 

|av© $.35 on San Lu<s Sourdough Bread 

&ve Sl^^'Sn'^l^'^f'^ Detergent (Liquid or Powde 

1^^ I sS^on^ °I ^^-^^ 'Naturals Brand Baby Food 
t^ve 3.50 on one Oox of Beech-Nut Cereals 



65.808 
22,120 
146.883 
123,774 
302,987 
217,745 
309,947 
239.177 
289,662 
11.885 
13.535 
10,493 
47,284 
5,621 
31.231 
304,017 
- 295,043 
299.565 
296,600 
276.070 
303.779 
304,760 
17,099,260 
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3.390 




11,735 




3.235 




15,673 




1.031 




5,710 
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1.433 
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1,174 




647 




1,093 




1.103 
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2,571 
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Save S, .00 on Mtco^;S^S2^^»"«"= Sftge 3 8al.y Fbod 

save S.3S en ana SnofmSi^ uS^='5£L*™«» 
Sawe s JO on one a!«i^ P 'fnrM OpaE STBV 
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1.369 
532 

2.S50 

12.391 
3,451 

4.140 

600 
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6.053 
249 



TOS TransGctions 

Web bucirs per Transaction 

link to Nabisco Sitb ' 

Unk to Gorton's WBbsfta 
IfiktoCaiatogLink 
to N«Grt3cor 



687 
216,661 



I 



Report 



44.694 
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5S 
174 
330 
14 
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|o.2!36 
|0.1% 
■0.1% 
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